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A journey in search of roots from France to Turkey

French journalist and businessnmaanel Serik traced his roots back to Turkey, where
he recently paid visit as guest of tletanbul 2010European Capital of Culture Agent
Lionel Serik might be labeled a nomadic man,Rexre Loti of modern times. No
matter what he’s called, his life is surely a seus€inspiration for those who are seek
to write the story of a man searching for his rootdistant lands.

Having a foreign surname, which has always aropsegle’s curiosity, French
journalist Serik is in pursuit of his roots, whibh has traced back to Turkey. “I w
always looking in the Yellow Pages when | was inrtteal, New York, Paris,
Singapore, Riyadh and Dubai and could never figeiak,” said Serik during a recent
interview in stanbul, where he was visiting as a guest ofstenbul 2010 European
Capital of Culture Agency. “l was born in Francetba island where Pierre Loti was
buried. The graveyard he’s buried in was 50 mdtera my house, so | was bathed in
the culture of Pierre Loti,” says Serik.

Serik’s story of discovery had a sad beginning. 8¥Imy father passed away, we had to
go through all the legal papers with his successerplains Serik. “My father had a bit
of a complicated childhood, but we were told thet hame Serik is originally from
Turkey and that there’s a town called Serik in Aydad

Tracing the tracks

As Serik’s father was an orphan, his family hakihew anything of his past and thus
things were harder for them to trace. “My fatheswearn in Belgium,” Serik says,
continuing his story, “It's very far away from tisand that | was born on, and | decided
that | wanted to investigate and find out the witaléh of where | came from and where
my ancestors are.” Last year Serik went to Belgianmvestigate the matter. “I got my
father’s birth certificate and a document issuedhgyauthorities on the birth of my
grandfather, whose name was Omer. My grandfatherbeen in Algeria, and my great-
grandfather's name was is Muhammed bin Ali. Wheras investigating, | also found
out that my grandfather and my grandmother passey a the early 1980s, which



means that | was 20 plus, but | never met them.”

After investigating further, Serik discovered th& ancestors were from one of the
nomadic communities in Turkey. “Seriks are YoruksaVys Serik. “They are a nomadic
people, which definitely suits me very well. I'vedn living all over the world. | left
home when | was 18 years old, and | lived in thedi® East, Southeast Asia and
America for about 20 years. The only differencerfrine original nomadic people was
that they were using camels, and I've been usiaggd.”

Trip to Turkey

After getting into contact with the Turkish EmbagsyParis, and particularly the cultural
attaché, Hasan Yavuz, Serik was able to estabtistacts in Turkey. Also, being one of
the foreign guests of thetanbul 2010 European Capital of Culture eventsk S&s
invited to the inauguration ceremony, which too&gal on Jan. 16.

“I spent a week here irstanbul, and then | went to Antalya last Fridagys Serik. “I
was honored and very warmly welcomed by Ahmet Uthé,district governor of Serik.
On Saturday we went to Serik. When we first arrive8erik, | started to see the road
signs, and it was pretty much like a child lookfogvard to opening his Christmas
presents. It was like | was in Wonderland.”

The next day he was hosted by Mehmet Habal , theonaf Serik, and he was very
impressed by the way he was treated, both by ttieaties and the local people. “He
was very nice to me, like everybody else was,” sdgsk. “I had the most beautiful
experience of my life; | cried on Sunday night.’special celebration was organized in
the town, and a lamb was sacrificed in honor ofkS&Fo my biggest surprise, they
sacrificed a lamb before my eyes, which | couldvétch,” he says, “and then we ate the
poor lamb.” This whole experience strengthenedkSeties with Turkey, “I had my
Turkish blood and now my heart is Turkish, too.”

However, he has not yet been able to find anyortie tive same name in Serik. But he
continues to hope. “Umit and Habal are going taekearch using the administrative
documents to see if | can find some of my ancegtbessays. In addition, he has met a
historian who specializes in Serik who also gave some useful information about the
history of the town.

“I'm going back [to France] 200 times more satidftban | anticipated because all these
people have made me feel at home, part of theiilyalke a brother,” says Serik after
his experience in Antalya. “It has been so touchsagemotional for me, that | feel more
Turkish than ever. These two days that I've sper@arik were more rewarding for me
than any document | was able to find.”

According to historical records, in the 18th orti8entury some people were sent from

Serik to Algeria, either in exile or on official bimess or to fight against tlk@ench. “Anc
that coincides with the fact that my great-grartfatMuhammed bin Ali was in Algeria
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and that my grandfather was born there. Then th@yehto Belgium,” says Serik.
However, the story becomes murky at that pointicth’'t know when or why,” he says.

Preserving the memory of Pierre Loti

Serik emphasizes that Pierre Loti’'s hometoRagchefort, cannot be thought of without
thinking of Loti himself. “Pierre Loti is like th#ag for the whole town,” says Serik. “F
home is now a museum. Through his books, we knowsoove of Turkey. If you visit
his house in Rochefort, you'll see that he hasoarrdecorated like a mosque in his hc
and that half of the rooms have an old Turkishestfind he was a very weird person
who was also very much into organizing very bigipar Sometimes it would take one
year to organize one evening with 30 of 40 pedgkewas a person who liked being
respected and famous in France, but here he wggligarete, hanging out with local
people and smoking nargile.”

In order to preserve the memory of Loti, Serik imite to establish a sister city
relationship between Rochefort arstlanbul. “In 2023, it is going to be the 100th
anniversary of the Turkish Republic as well asifi@th anniversary of Loti’s death,”
says Serik. “So we should be able to do sometmtegesting, and we have some 12
years to build up a relationship.”

“l intend to come back towards the end of Marcltherbeginning of April to plan an
official trip for the French delegation some timeMay. This will lead to a cultural
exchange, including historical and various schaligrexchanges,” notes Serik.

A new chapter

“A book has been closed and I'm opening a new onerie,” says Serik with great
contentment. “I have all the reasons to be becdakeeFlierre Loti and have a second
home here, perhaps a first one. ... | have thimsiimd. It seems to be a very beautiful
country with very nice people.” “I know I have arhe in Serik, and I'll definitely go
back there and continue my investigation, no matteat.”

31 January 2010, Sunday
HAT CE AHSEN UTKU STANBUL
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EylUp'e ziyaret

22 Ocak 2010 Cuma - 17:42, 2144 ki i okudu

Pierre Loti'nin Kom  usu Eylp'l ziyaret etti
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Pierre Loti'nin Kom  usu Eyup'l ziyaret etti

Pierre Loti' nin do du u Fransa'n n Rochefort kentinde ya ayan ve koklerinin
Turkiye'ye uzand  bilgisine ula an gazeteci Lionel Serik ve stanbul 2010 Avrupa
Kiltor Ba kenti Genel Sekreteri Y Imaz Kurt, Eylp Belediye Ba kan smail Kavuncu'yu
ziyaret etti. Y llar 6nce yolu stanbul'a di ti Unde Eyiup'teki Halic manzaras na hayran
olan ve s k s k tepedeki k r kahvesini ziyaret eden Pierre Loti'nin, Fransa Rochefort'ta
ailesiyle kom u oldu unu belirten Lionel Serik, stanbul'un ard ndan Antalya'ya gecerek
Serik'te koklerini ara tracak. Anne-babas n kaybettikten sonra soya acn ara trd n
ve atalar n n Antalya Serik'te ya ad n 6 rendi ini belirten Lionel Serik unlar soyledi:

"Soyad m n da Serik olmas tesadif de il... Fransa'da yapt m ara trmalar beni
Tarkiye'ye surikledi. Gelmi ken tim Frans zlar i¢cin ¢ok dnemli bir yazar, ressam olan
Pierre Loti'nin uzun y llar gelip glizel saatler gecirdi itepeyi, kahveyi ziyaret etmek
istedim. Gercekten de lstad haklym . Cok be endim... Blydleyici bir manzaras var."

"Rochefort-Eyup Aras Kultir Koprusu Kural m..."

Rochefort'ta Pierre Loti'nin resimlerinden olu an bir sergi acmay planlad klar n anlatan
Lionel Serik, Ba kan smail Kavuncu'ya, Eylp'le Rochefort'un karde  ehir olmas
yolunda gerekli giri imlerde bulunmaya haz r oldu unu sdyledi... Pierre Loti'yle ilgili
Ulkesinde ve Rochefort'ta yap lan etkinlikler hakk nda bilgi veren Serik, acacaklar
sergiye Eyup, Hali¢c ve Pierre Loti Tepesi'yle ilgili resimlerin konulmas n n da kendilerini
¢ok memnun edece ini soyledi.

stanbul'un Avrupa Kiiltir Ba kenti secildi i 2010 y I nda Eyip'le Rochefort aras nda
Pierre Loti arac | yla bir kilttr képrisu kurulabilece inin alt n ¢izen Gazeteci Lionel
Serik, s6zlerini 6yle surdurdi:

"Rochefort Belediye Ba kan ile de goru tim... Kendisi Eylp'le Rochefort aras nda
yap lacak her turlt kiltirel, sanatsal aktivitenin igcerisinde severek yeralacaklar n
sdylediler. Sergi bir ba lang ¢ olur... Rochefort da aynen Eytp gibi ¢cok eski tarihi bir
yerle im yeri... u anda Pierre Loti'nin evi mize olarak kullan | yor... Her giin ylzlerce
ki i buray ziyaret ediyor. Pierre Loti'nin hayran oldu u bir ilgenin Eyiip'in, onun

do du u ehirle karde ehir olmas bizler igin blytk onur olacaktr. "

EylUp Belediye Ba kan smail Kavuncu da Frans z Gazeteci Lionel Serik'e Pierre Loti'nin
do du u ehir Rochefort'la ikili kilttrel ili kilere s cak bakt n sdyledi. Ba kan, Lionel
Serik'e Eyup ve Pierre Loti Tepesi'nden Halic manzaras n n yerald  bir ¢ini tabak,
Lionel Serik ise ehrinde dostlu un i areti olarak kabul edilen kaya tuzunu hediye etti.
Ba kan Kavuncu ayr ca stanbul 2010 Avrupa Kiuiltir Ba kenti Genel Sekreteri Y Imaz
Kurt'a da ¢ini tabak verdi.
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He came to Turkey to search for his ancestors.

The visit ofPierre Loti’'s “neighbor” to Turkey.

Lionel Serik, who lives inRochefort of France and who believes that he may originally
be from Turkey, has visitedtanbul 2010 the European Culture Capital General
Secretary Y Imaz Kurt and the May@amail Kavuncu.

Lionel Serik also mentioned that Pierre Loti, wiaone to seestanbul many years ago
and admired Hali¢, Golden Horn, is his family’sgtédor in France near Rochefort and
added that he will fly to Antalya and search fag tirigin of his family. He was told that
his family originated from Serik and may have oheed there. “My search in France
took me to Turkey. | wanted to see the hill anddake where Pierre Loti visited a long
time ago. He was right. The view & the people ascinating.”

“Let’s build a culture bridge between Rochefort &dip”

Mr Serik said that they were planning to open aml@ion in Rochefort with the
pictures of Pierre Loti and added that he was reéadyake Eylup and Rochefort
brother/sister cities.

Mr. Lionel Serik added that he had spoken to thganaf Rochefort, and the mayor
promised to support him. The exhibition would bgoad start for that. Rochefort is an
old dwelling place like Eylup. Pierre Loti’'s houseai museum now. It will be honorable
to make the two cities as sister cities.

smail Kavuncu, who is the mayor of Eyip, stated biegawould like to support Mr. Serik
and he is positive for this. The Mayor presented &iplate depicting Halic-Golden

Horn. Mr. Serik presented salt, which is the synmdfdtiendship in the city where he was
born. He also offered a great book on Pierre Lalisnvings.
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Pierre Loti'nin izinde bir stanbul tutkunu

Pierre Loti‘'nin do du u Fransa'n fiRochefort kentinde yaayan ve koklerinin
Tarkiye'ye uzand bilgisine ulaan gazetedLionel Serik ve stanbul 2010 Avrupa
Kiltur Ba kenti Genel Sekreteri Y Imaz Kurt, Eylp Belediye Ban smail
Kavuncu'yu ziyaret etti.

Y llar 6nce yolu stanbul'a diti Unde Eyup'teki Halic manzaras na hayran olan ve
s k s k tepedeki k r kahvesini ziyaret eden Pi¢&wé&'nin, Fransa Rochefort'ta
ailesiyle komu oldu unu belirten Lionel Serikstanbul'un ard ndan Antalya'ya
gecerek Serik'te koklerini ataracak. Anne-babas n kaybettikten sonra sagan
aratrd n ve atalar n n Antalya Serik'te yad n 0 rendi ini belirten Lionel

20



Serik unlar soyledi:

"Soyad m n da Serik olmas tesadufifle Fransa'da yapt m arat rmalar beni
Tuarkiye'ye surikledi. Gelnken tim Frans zlar icin ¢cok 6énemli bir yazar, ressa
olan Pierre Loti'nin uzun y llar gelip guizel saatlgecirdi i tepeyi, kahveyi ziyaret
etmek istedim. Gercekten de lstad hakl y@ok beendim... Blyuleyici bir
manzaras var."

"Rochefort-Eylp Aras Kultir Képrusi Kural m..."

Rochefort'ta Pierre Loti'nin resimlerinden an bir sergi agmay planlad klar n
anlatan Lionel Serik, B&an smail Kavuncu'ya, Eyup'le Rochefort'un kardehir
olmas yolunda gerekli girimlerde bulunmaya haz r oldunu séyledi... Pierre
Loti'yle ilgili tlkesinde ve Rochefort'ta yap latkenlikler hakk nda bilgi veren
Serik, acacaklar sergiye Eyup, Hali¢c ve Pierra Defpesi'yle ilgili resimlerin
konulmas n n da kendilerini gok memnun edegesdyledi.

stanbul'un Avrupa Kultir B&enti secildii 2010 y | nda Eyup'le Rochefort

aras nda Pierre Loti arac lyla bir kulttr koprusu kurulabilecenin alt n gizen
gazeteci Lionel Serik, sozlerindyle surdirdi?Rochefort Belediye B&an ile de
g6ru tuim... Kendisi Eyup'le Rochefort aras nda yap labek turlt kilttrel, sanats
aktivitenin icerisinde severek yer alacaklar n k&ijler. Sergi bir balang ¢ olur...
Rochefort da aynen Eyup gibi ¢ok eski tarihi birggem yeri... u anda Pierre
Loti'nin evi mize olarak kullan | yor... Her giinatérce kii buray ziyaret ediyor.
Pierre Loti'nin hayran olduu bir ilgenin Eytp'tin, onun dalu u ehirle karde

ehir olmas bizler icin buyldk onur olacakt r. "

Lionel Serik, ilerleyen gunlerde ayr cstanbul 2010 AKB Ajans ’'n nstiklal
Caddesi’'ndeki yerini ziyaret ederek projelerle ibggi ald .
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Koklerini Ara trmak Uzere Turkiye ye Geldi...

Pierre Loti'nin Kom usundan Eyip'e Ziyaret...

Pierre Loti'nin do du u Fransa'n nRochefort kentinde yaayan ve koklerinin Turkiye'ye
uzand bilgisine ulaan gazetecLionel Serik ve stanbul 2010 Avrupa Kdltlr Bienti Genel
Sekreteri Y Imaz Kurt, Eylp Belediye Ban smail Kavuncu'yu ziyaret etti.

Y llar 6nce yolu stanbul'a diti Unde Eylp'teki Halic manzaras na hayran olan vesskk
tepedeki k r kahvesini ziyaret eden Pierre Loti'iransa Rochefort'ta ailesiyle kamoldu unu
belirten Lionel Serik, stanbul'un ard ndan Antalya'ya gecerek Serik'telekiik arat racak.
Anne-babas n kaybettikten sonra sogan aratrd n ve atalarnn Antalya Serik'te
yaad n 0 rendi ini belirten Lionel Serikunlar sdyledi:

"Soyad mn da Serik olmas tesaduf dle. Fransa'da yaptm aratrmalar beni Turkiye'ye
surukledi. Gelmiken tim Frans zlar icin cok dnemli bir yazar, ressaan Pierre Loti'nin uzun
y llar gelip guzel saatler gecirditepeyi, kahveyi ziyaret etmek istedim. Gercektsn listad
hakl ym . Cok be endim... Blyileyici bir manzaras var."

"Rochefort-Eyup Aras Kultir Koprusa Kural m..."

Rochefort'ta Pierre Loti'nin resimlerinden aua bir sergi agmay planlad klar n anlatan Lionel
Serik, Bakan smail Kavuncu'ya, Eylp'le Rochefort'un kardehir olmas yolunda gerekli
giri imlerde bulunmaya haz r oldunu séyledi... Pierre Loti'yle ilgili Glkesinde \Rochefort'ta
yap lan etkinlikler hakk nda bilgi veren Serik, aallar sergiye Eylp, Halic ve Pierre Loti
Tepesi'yle ilgili resimlerin konulmas n n da keratihi cok memnun edecmi soyledi.

stanbul'un Avrupa Kiiltir B&enti secildii 2010 y | nda Eyup'le Rochefort aras nda Pierré Lo
arac | vyla bir kilttr képrisi kurulabilecénin alt n cizen Gazeteci Lionel Serik, sozleridyle
surdardi:

"Rochefort Belediye B&an ile de goritim... Kendisi Eylp'le Rochefort aras nda yap lacak
tarld kulturel, sanatsal aktivitenin icerisinde seek yeralacaklar n sdylediler. Sergi bir laag ¢
olur... Rochefort da aynen Eyup gibi ¢cok eski tibih yerle im yeri... u anda Pierre Loti'nin evi
mize olarak kullan I yor... Her gin ylzlerceikburay ziyaret ediyor. Pierre Loti'nin hayran
oldu u bir ilgenin Eylp'in, onun ddu u ehirle karde ehir olmas bizler icin biylk onur
olacaktr. "

Eylp Belediye B&kan smail Kavuncu da Fransz Gazeteci Lionel Serik'erri Loti'nin

do du u ehir Rochefort'la ikili kilturel ilikilere s cak bakt n soyledi. Bakan, Lionel Serik'e
Eylp ve Pierre Loti Tepesi'nden Halic manzarasyerald bir ¢ini tabak, Lionel Serik ise
ehrinde dostluun i areti olarak kabul edilen kaya tuzunu hediye &#.kan Kavuncu ayr ca
stanbul 2010 Avrupa Kultur Beenti Genel Sekreteri Y Imaz Kurt'a da ¢ini tabakai.
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Haber giri saati :29.01.2010 10:17:00
Frans z vatandaLionel Serik Belediye B&kan Mehmet Habal 'y ziyaret etti.

Tatil icin ilcemize gelen Frans z vatandaionel Serik Belediye B&an Mehmet Habal 'y ziyaret
etti. Bakan Habal Lionel Serik'e gereken misafirpervertjostererek ilcemizi gezdirdi ve ¢t
hediyeler verdi.

Lionel Serik'in ilgemize gelmesinin ise oldukcaitg bir dykiisu var. Frans z Lionel Serik
konsoloslua bavurarak Turkiye'de tatil yapmak istedii séyleyerek, bununla ilgili Turkiye hakk n
bilgiler istemi . Konsolosluk yetkilileri Serik'e Turkiye ile ilgibilgiler verirken bir de kendisinin ayn
soyad n tayan bir ilce olduunu séylemiler. Bunun Uzerine Serik'i merak eden Lionel Sd¢é&mize
gelmi . Babas n n Tirk oldwnu ama kendisini hi¢ tan madn ve baba taraf ile ilgili bilgisinin de
olmad n soyleyen Lionel Serik ailesi ile ilgili arerma da yapm. Ba kan Habl taraf ndan

a rlanan Lionel Serik tatilinin bitmesi sonucu Ulkes dondi. Ama Lionel Serik giderken tekrar
geleceini belirterek; “Art k Serik benim ilgem” dedi.
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Pierre Lotin'in Kom usu Kdklerini Ar yor

Tarih : 22.01.2010 09:10:0¢

Pierre Loti'nin do du u Fransan n
Rochefort kentinde yaayan ve koklerinin
Turkiyeye uzand bilgisine ulaan gazeteci
Lionel Serik, stanbulda

Pierre Loti'nin Kom usu Koklerini Ar yor

Pierre Loti'nin do du u Fransa'n iRochefort kentinde yaayan ve koklerinin Turkiye'ye
uzand bilgisine ulaan gazetediionel Serik, stanbul'da Eyup Belediye Bean smail
Kavuncu'yu ziyaret etti.

Y llar 6nce yolu stanbul'a ditti inde Eyup'teki Hali¢ manzaras na hayran olan ve & k
tepedeki k r kahvesini ziyaret eden Pierre Loti'iiransa Rochefort'ta ailesiyle kamoldu unu
belirten Lionel Serik,stanbul'un ard ndan Antalya'ya gecerek Serik'tdetik arat racak.
Anne-babas n kaybettikten sonra sagan aratrd n ve atalar n n Antalya Serik'te

yaad n 0 rendi ini belirten Lionel Serik unlar soyledi:

"Soyad m n da Serik olmas tesaduf dle. Fransa'da yapt m arat rmalar beni Turkiye'ye
surukledi. Gelmiken tum Frans zlar icin cok dnemli bir yazar, ressdan Pierre Loti'nin uzun
y llar gelip guzel saatl gecirdi i tepeyi, kahveyi ziyaret etmek istedim. Gercelderistad
hakl ym . Cok be endim... Blyileyici bir manzaras var."

"Rochefort-Eyiip Aras Kaltur Képrist Kural m..."

Rochefort'ta Pierre Loti'nin resimlerinden oluan bir sergi agmay planlad klar n anlatan

24



Lionel Serik, Bakan smail Kavuncu'ya, Eylp'le Rochefort'un kardehir olmas yolunda
gerekli giri imlerde bulunmaya haz r oldunu soyledi... Pierre Loti'yle ilgili Glkesinde ve
Rochefort'ta yap lan etkinlikler hakk nda bilgi eer Serik, acacaklar sergiye Eyup, Hali¢ ve
Pierre Loti Tepesi'yle ilgili resimlerin konulmasrda kendilerini cok memnun ededs
soyledi.

stanbul'un Avrupa Kiltir B&enti secildii 2010 y | nda Eylp'le Rochefort aras nda Pierré Lo
arac| yla bir ktltir kgorist kurulabilecenin alt n ¢izen Gazeteci Lionel Serik, sozleridyle
surdardi:

"Rochefort Belediye B&an ile de goritum... Kendisi Eylp'le Rochefort aras nda yap laoek
tarll kdltarel, sanatsal aktivitenin icerisinde seak yeralacaklar n sdylediler. Sergi bir

ba lang ¢ olur... Rochefort da aynen Eyip gibi coki éskhi bir yerleim yeri... u anda Pierre
Loti'nin evi mlze olarak kullan | yor... Her gunatérce kii buray ziyaret ediyor. Pierre Loti'n
hayran olduu bir ilgenin Eylp'liin, onun ddu u ehirle karde ehir olmas bizler icin blylk
onur olacaktr. "

Eyup Belediye B&kan smail Kavuncu da Frans z Gazeteci Lionel Serik&rgiLoti'nin

do du u ehir Rochefort'la ikili kulttrel ilikilere s cak bakt n sdyledi. Bakan, Lionel Serik'e
Eyup ve Pierre Loti Tepesi'nden Halic manzarasyerald bir ¢ini tabak, Lionel Serik ise
ehrinde dostluun i areti olarak kabul edilen kaya tuzunu hediye etti.
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